REPUBLIC ACT (R.A.) NO. 6397

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE INTEGRATION OF THE PHILIPPINE BAR, AND
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Within two years from the approval of this Act, the Supreme Court may adopt rules of court
to effect the integration of the Philippine Bar under such conditions as it shall see fit in order to raise the
standards of the legal profession, improve the administration of justice, and enable the bar to discharge its
public responsibility more effectively.

SEC. 2. The sum of five hundred thousand pesos is hereby appropriated, out of any funds in the National
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry out the purposes of this Act. Thereafter, such sums as may be
necessary for the same purpose shall be included in the annual appropriations for the Supreme Court.

SEC. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
Approved, September 17, 1971.

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 181

CONSTITUTING THE INTEGRATED BAR OF THE PHILIPPINES INTO A BODY
CORPORATE AND PROVIDING GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE THERETO FOR THE
ACCOMPLISHMENT OF ITS PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the Philippines, by virtue of its rule-making power and conformably to
the provisions of Republic Act No. 6397, has ordained the integration of the Philippine Bar by Resolution of
January 9, 1973, for the fundamental purposes of elevating the standards of the legal profession, improving the
administration of justice, and enabling the Bar to discharge its public responsibility more effectively;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the said Resolution and in accordance with Court Rule 139-A, effective January
16, 1973, the Integrated Bar of the Philippines has been organized, its various organs have been established,
and its officers, both national and local, have been duly elected and have entered into the exercise and
discharge of their respective powers and duties; and

WHEREAS, the Integrated Bar, in the pursuit of its lofty objectives, obviously merits the aid and support
of the people and the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, particularly in the form of direct material
and financial assistance, at least during the initial years of its corporate existence;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the
powers vested in me by the Constitution as Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, and
pursuant to Proclamation No. 1081 dated September 21, 1972, and General Order No. 1 dated September 22,
1972, and Proclamation No. 1104 dated January 17, 1973, do hereby order and decree as part of the law of the
land that;

SECTION 1. The Integrated Bar of the Philippines is hereby constituted into a body corporate, by the
name, style and title of “Integrated Bar of the Philippines,” with principal office in the Greater Manila Area.

SEC. 2. The Integrated Bar shall have perpetual succession and shall have all legal powers appertaining to a
juridical person, particularly the power to sue and be sued; to contract and be contracted with; to hold real and
personal property as may be necessary for corporate purposes; to mortgage, lease, sell, transfer, convey and
otherwise dispose of the same; to solicit and receive public and private donations and contributions; to accept
and receive real and personal property by gift, devise or bequest; to levy and collect membership dues and
special assessments from its members; to adopt a seal and to alter the same at pleasure; to have offices and



conduct its affairs in the Greater Manila Area and elsewhere; to make and adopt by-laws, rules and regulations
not inconsistent with the laws of the Philippines or the Rules of Court, particularly Rule 139-A thereof; and
generally to do all such acts and things as may be necessary or proper to carry into effect and promote the
purposes for which it was organized.

SEC. 3. All donations or contributions which may be made by private entities or persons to the Integrated
Bar shall be exempt from income and gift taxes, and the same shall further be deductible in full and shall not be
included for purposes of computing the maximum amount deductible under Section 30, paragraph (h), of the
National Internal Revenue Code, as amended.

SEC. 4. All taxes, charges and fees that may be paid by the Integrated Bar or any of its Chapters to the
Government or any political subdivision or instrumentality thereof shall be refundable annually to the former
for the period extending up to December 31, 1978.

SEC. 5. The Integrated Bar shall receive by way of donation or lease at a nominal rent from the
Government of the Republic of the Philippines a parcel of land in the Greater Manila Area as a suitable site for
the construction of a building for the Integrated Bar, with full power to mortgage or otherwise encumber the
same.

SEC. 6. The foregoing provisions shall without prejudice to the exercise by the Supreme Court of its rule-
making power under the Constitution or to the provisions of Court Rule 139-A.

SEC. 7. The sum of five hundred thousand pesos is hereby appropriated, out of any funds in the National
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the purposes of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines for the fiscal
year 1973-1974.

SEC. 8. This Decree shall take effect immediately.

Done in the City of Manila, this 4th day of May, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and seventy-
three.

(Sgd.) FERDINAND E. MARCOS
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) ALEJANDRO MELCHOR
Executive Secretary

SUPREME COURT RESOLUTIONS

Supreme Court Resolution
of October 5, 1970
and of November 16, 1971



Republic of the Philippines
Supreme Court
Manila

October 6, 1970

Gentlemen:
Quoted hereunder, for your information, is a resolution of this Court dated October 5, 1970:
“In the Matter of the Integration of the Bar of the Philippines, the COURT Resolved:

1. That a Commission on Bar Integration be created, as it is hereby created, for the purpose of
ascertaining the advisability of integration of the Bar in this jurisdiction;

2. 'That the Commission shall consist of Mr. Justice Fred Ruiz Castro, Chairman, and the Honorable
Jose J. Roy, Conrado V. Sanchez, Salvador V. Esguerra, Crisolito Pascual, Tecla San Andres Ziga, and
Feliciano Jover Ledesma, Members; and Atty. Romeo Vicente, Recorder-Secretary;

3. That the Commission be, and is hereby, authorized to:

a. Empanel a Board of Consultants, and to add to its membership whenever advantageous, the
initial composition thereof as listed hereunder;

b. Communicate with any and all local bar association/s wherever and whenever advisable; and
c.  Charge against the unexpended appropriations of the Court such amounts as are necessary for its

operations; and

4. 'That the Commission shall submit its final report to the Court on or before December 31, 1972.

Board of Consultants

Vicente Abad Santos, Emilio M. Abello, Jose L. Aftrica, Corazon Juliano-Agrava, Arturo A. Alafriz, Felix
Bautista Angelo, Felix Q. Antonio, Ramon D. Bagatsing, Crispin D. Baizas, Jesus G. Barrera, Cesar Bengzon,
Jose P. Bengzon, Irene R. Cortes, Jose W. Diokno, Florentino P. Feliciano, Jose Feria, Vicente J. Francisco,
Melquiades Gamboa, Ramon A. Gonzales, Salvador H. Laurel, Justiniano S. Montano, Leoncio B. Monzon,
Amelito R. Mutuc, Roman Ozaeta, Ambrosio B. Padilla, Quintin Paredes, Emmanuel Pelaez, William H.
Quasha, Norberto J. Quisumbing, Manuel V. Reyes, Vicente E. del Rosario, Leonardo T. Siguion-Reyna,
Gerardo D. Roxas, Jovito R. Salonga, Vicente G. Sinco, Lorenzo Sumulong, Lorenzo M. Tafiada and Arturo
M. Tolentino.

This Resolution shall be recorded in the minutes of the Court.

Let a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the Chairman of the Commission and to each of the
Members and the Recorder-Secretary thereof, as well as to each of the members of the Board of Consultants.”

Very truly yours,

CELSO L. MAGSINO
Clerk of Court



Republic of the Philippines
Supreme Court
Manila

November 17, 1971
Gentlemen:
Quoted hereunder, for your information, is a resolution of this Court dated November 16, 1971.
“In the Matter of the Integration of the Bar of the Philippines, the COURT Resolved:

1. To confirm the appointment by the Commission on Bar Integration, under the authority of CBI
Resolution No. 1, of Atty. Mauro Baradi, Atty. Lourdes Bengzon, Atty. Gonzalo W. Gonzales, and Atty.
Teresita Cruz Sison as members of its Board of Consultants;

2. To authorize the Commission, through the Chairman thereof, to utilize the services of the personnel of
the Fiscal Management Division, the General Auditing Office Representative, and other Supreme Court
divisions and sections, whenever and wherever necessary for the accomplishment of its mission; and

3. To empower the Commission, through the Chairman thereof, to expend the appropriations granted to
the Court by law specifically for the Integration of the Philippine Bar, whenever advisable and necessary, and,
for this purpose, to authorize the said Chairman to sign all pertinent and necessary papers and documents.

This Resolution shall be recorded in the minutes of the Court.

Let copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the Chairman of the Commission, to each of the above-
named new members of the Board of Consultants, to the General Auditing Office Representative, and to the
Clerk of Court, all Deputy Clerks and all Division and Section Chiefs of the Court.”

Very truly yours,

ROMEO D. MENDOZA
Clerk of Court
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