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RATIONALE  
 

(From Atty. Noel A. Ben, IBP-Cotabato Chapter President)  
  

It is a recognized-fact that a significant number of individuals in our society, most 

especially indigents, do have legal concerns to attend to in an imperative nature and 

character, may it either be a petty legal matter or one that embraces a complex legal issue. 

It is likewise an accepted fact that greater fraction of these legally-confused-individuals, 

most often than not, just kept to themselves these mind-troubling-legal issues for they are 

likewise equally placed at lost by the intricacies of the law, and, above all, how to pay for the 

legal services they received, if they have sought one, taking into serious account their 

meager financial resources, if not at all their inability to pay. This matter-of-factly situation in 

legal relations, if it would not gain positive response from duty-holders, will bring a negative 

impact to the social balances that all stakeholders are steadfastly promoting for and 

protecting with since. Instructively, one basic law of nature tells us about life-

interdependence, that sustainability equals to harmonious co-existence.  

 

 With due considerations of these facts-of-life in the field of legal relations, there is an 

equal necessity to establish an avenue for ready-legal-assistance that is free from the 

constraints of financial aspect, an avenue where an indigent-client is rest-assured that 

lawyers make themselves available for them so that in the end their legal concerns are 

properly addressed to in particular and allow themselves to become and remain as useful 

and fruitful members of our society in general.  

 

Notably, Sec. 11, Article III, of our present Constitution, which provides: "Free 

access to the courts and quasi-judicial bodies and adequate legal assistance shall 

not be denied to any person by reason of poverty" becomes  an  enshrining  spirit  of  

IBP-Cotabato  Chapter to  shape-up programs and empirically pursue the same in 

effect of ennobling all the more the ideals and thrusts of the Integrated Bar of the 

Philippines for which reason and purpose the same has been established; hence, the 

introduction and implementation of the hereunder enumerated 2011-2013 Programs 

of Commitment of the IBP-Cotabato Chapter in the humblest way it can.  
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